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by Jo Revill

Revolution in home care for old people

Cash deal gives choice over services Move aimed at baby boom generation

ELDERLY PEOFLE are to be given money to pay for their own care in a move being hailed as one of the most r
generation. They will have the right to decide how and where they spend the cash, instead of social warkers dictating
their own homes. Personal hudgets will also be set up for younger disabled people frustrated by their lack of choice.
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nder the systerm, heing rolled out fram next April, older peaple or their chosen relatives will set up bank accounts into which councils will pay a
maonthly sum. Beneficiaries will receive the cash after means tests taking account of their health and personal needs. They will then be ahle to shop
around for the best packages of care, and, for instance, may decide to spend more on cleaners, or help with food.

The move follows the six-month Dignity at Home campaign by The Observer, which has called for far more responsive services forthe elderly. One
key aim, backed by several charities, was to give peaple the right to choose their own home helps and personal carers.

After a series of pilot projects, ministers have hecome convinced that individual hudgets are essential as the 'babyboomer' generatian, maving
towards retirement, will demand far mare control of their daily lives as well as a higher standard of service.

Around 900,000 people over 65 are currently unable to live independently without help, a number due to rise to more than 1.3 million by 2025,
putting enormous pressure on services.
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